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allujah Security Improves

FALLUJAH — Marines geared for war
walk in tactical columns through the once
mean streets of Fallujah, ready for what

may lay around the next corner.

“Mister, mister shokalata!
Shokalata!”shout exuberant children from
a crowded neighborhood as Marines and
Iraqi police pass out candy.

Marines with Company B, Police Transi-
tion Team 8§, Regimental Combat Team
1, have been working diligently over the
past few months to help train Iraqi police
to take over their respective areas and
become self-supportive in day-to-day
operations in the city.

Recent increases in the number of Iraqi
police have drastically subdued the vio-
lence in the city.

According to the Fallujah headquarters
Chief of Police Col. Faisal, the number of
Iraqi policemen has increased this year by
more than 1,000 officers, and that is why
security is better than it has been in four
years.

“These guys are going out on a daily

Cpl. Jonathan C. Austin, communications chief and convoy commander with Company B,

basis by themselves and coming back with |24 Transition Team 8, Regimental Combat Team 1, slaps an Iragi child “hi-five” during a
READ MORE patrol through Fallujah. Photo by Cpl. Chris Mann.
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Students
Going Back
to School

FOB KALSU — For school children
in the southern Baghdad area, getting
an education has become a difficult and
even dangerous prospect in recent years.
In some cases, supplies were short and
facilities were in disrepair. Sometimes the
teachers weren’t there. In a few cases, the
schools themselves were all but gone.
The area where the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team arrived
in June 2007 had long been an insurgent
stronghold, with many villages controlled
by al-Qaida terrorists who kept children,
especially girls, from attending school.
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